In Brief

Intertanko gets together ¿to celebrate 40 years 
Expensive and complex High Court cases over the minutiae of contract law are normally the only reason tanker owners ever go near the Royal Courts of Justice on London’s Strand. 

But last week saw them flocking to the main hall in the grand Victorian building to celebrate 40 years of their forum, the International Association of Independent Tanker Owners, known universally as Intertanko. 

Past chairmen, including Basil Papachristidis, Stephen Van Dyke and Nick Fistes, mingled and dined with many other members, friends and partners to celebrate Intertanko’s achievements over a period when the business has faced intense public scrutiny and criticism over accidents such as Amoco Cadiz, Exxon Valdez, Sea Empress, Braer, Erika and Prestige. 

But new chairman, Teekay’s Graham Westgarth, pledged to look ahead, not back. He recalled asking his predecessors at the previous day’s Intertanko council meeting for their views on the association’s past performance. 

“To a man they said ‘let’s talk about the future’,” commented Westgarth. 

But he admitted one of his most “daunting tasks” was to find a successor to Peter Swift, who retires as managing director at the end of the year after a decade steering the association with dexterity. First interviews with some candidates were held last week but a final appointment has yet to be made. 

In addition to sharp political and organisational skills, they’ll have a hard job matching Swift’s public panache, demonstrated once more as he played master of ceremonies for the evening. 

Even though he insisted on breaking the news that an exit poll on the UK’s general election had forecast a hung parliament, not even those gloomy tidings could cloud Intertanko’s gala night. 
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