Scorpio charters three aframaxes on subjects 

The Scorpio group of Italy is busy chartering in tankers and has tied up three aframaxes on subjects this week. 

The ships are all fixed for one year with options for two one-year periods. The 105,000-dwt Jasmin Joy (built 2009) has been taken at $17,000 per day, Hellespont Tatina (built 1999) at $17,750 per day and Rich Queen 2 (built 2007) at $18,750 per day. The deal for the latter excludes it from trading to the US, which would normally give a lower rate. Last week, Scorpio took an aframax from Sanko Steamship for a year at $17,000 per day.

Also in the aframax segment, JP Morgan has taken the 114,000-dwt Suvretta (built 2008) for 30 to 90 days' storage at $19,000 per day.

There continues to be strong interest from oil companies and traders to take tankers on storage contracts. The 440,000-dwt TI Europe (built 2002) has been taken for 30 to 90 days at $42,000 per day. Koch has also taken a VLCC, the 320,000-dwt Marjan (built 2002), for three months at $32,000 per day ( for more on storage prospects, see back page ).

In the suezmax segment, Itochu has taken the 159,000-dwt Amin (built 2009) for 30 to 90 days' storage at $23,000 per day. Clearlake Shipping has fixed the 159,000-dwt Mikela (built 2009) for the same period at $25,500 per day. But some sources suggest this deal has collapsed.

Two long-range-one (LR1) ships have also been fixed for storage. Gunvor has taken the 74,000-dwt Torm Emilie (built 2004) for 60 to 120 days at $14,000 per day, while the 73,000-dwt Constantinos (built 2009) has been fixed for three months by Shell at $15,500 per day.

Statoil has again fixed the 47,000-dwt Okhta Bridge (built 2004) for six months with options for six more at between $9,500 and $10,000 per day.

Tsakos Energy Navigation (TEN) has fixed out the 164,000-dwt Euronike (built 2005) to an undisclosed oil major for two years at $21,250 per day.
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