Greeks pile in at Britannia members do 

Protection-and-indemnity (P&I) club Britannia launched into a Greek membership drive recently with its first cocktail event in Athens.

The club, known as the "elitist one" in the P&I industry, hosted a number of Greek owners, insurance brokers and underwriters at the Grand Bretagne Hotel.

Britannia chairman Nigel Palmer welcomed Eddie Valentis of Konkar Shipping, the club's first and only Greek member since 1968, when it was founded by Konstantinos Karpidis. The first Greek ship to enter Britannia was also Konkar's first, a newbuilding constructed at Mitsui Shipbuilding, the 45,000-dwt bulker Konkar Pioneer (built 1968).

In recent years, Britannia has welcomed very large ore carrier (VLOC) owner Hellespont into its ranks, represented at the party by Spyros Vlassopoulos. The Tsakos group became a member two years ago and was represented by Tsakos Energy Navigation (TEN) chief executive Nicholas Tsakos, while father-and-son team Elias and Alexandros Tsakos of Entrust Maritime were also on hand. The club has since opened its doors to Lykiardopulo-controlled Neda Maritime, Cyprus Maritime, Marmaras Navigation, Star Bulk and Atlantic Carriers, all of which were represented.

Most notable, however, was the appearance of non-club members such as Adam Polemis of Polembros and US-listed Stealth Maritime.

The evening followed an earlier board meeting, which was attended by Shinwa Kaiun Kaisha director Kimio Ohama, who flew in from Japan, while Yang Ming chairman Frank FH Lu was present at both.
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