Campeche bashed

The International Transport Workers Federation (ITF) plans to release a report Thursday cataloguing alleged deadly safety lapses and corruption in the offshore industry in Mexico's Campeche Basin. 
The report, authored by Mexican journalist Ana Lilia Perez, alleges that rig and offshore vessel crew are not provided with protective equipment, are working longer than allowed under federal labour laws, and are subjected to black lists "to discriminate workers who stand up for their rights." 

And despite a series of deadly incidents in the Gulf of Mexico oil production zone, the report claims that companies are avoiding paying compensation after fatalities. 

Representatives at Petroleos Mexicanos (Pemex), Mexico's oil monopoly, could not be immediately reached for comment for this story Wednesday. 

According to the ITF, Perez went into hiding when a warrant for her arrest was issued following articles in Mexico's Contralinia magazine alleging corruption involving Pemex. 

"Her investigation details a catalogue of unsafe practices, daily rip-offs and intimidation of those who challenge them," the ITF said Friday. 

"The report puts forward evidence claiming that many workers are being sent onto rigs, tugs and support vessels without any safety gear or training, that those who are injured are receiving derisory pensions, and that people are dying and their deaths being covered up," the London-based labour organisation said. 

The report lists a series of accidents in 2007, particularly the sinking of a crewboat after it caught fire in waters of Campeche Basin, killing one person. 

Oceanografia's 330-passenger catamaran Seba'an (built 1995) was transportring 176 workers to a rig at the time of the incident. 

The report alleges that the workers had previously claimed that the ship's engines made an abnormal sound. It also claims that Oceanografia did not give obligatory safety instructions, alarms did not sound when the fire began, and that crew did not know where the fire extinguishers were during the incident. 

The phone at Oceanografia, a Campeche based offshore vessel owner, rang unanswered Wednesday afternoon. 

The list of incidents also includes 

· the explosion aboard the rig Usumacinta, which killed 22 workers and injured 68. Dubbed the worst disaster in the Campeche Basin, it also killed a Tidewater crewmember who was responding to the incident. 

· the death of crewman Ulises Carrillo Dominguez, who was connecting hoses on the 148,000-dwt tanker Hellespont Trooper (built 1996) when one came loose and hit him. The crewman died. 

· the death of a worker who was among 14 on board the Transportacion y Servicios Maritimos offshore supply vessel Oficina Porvenir (built 1975) when the engine suffered an explosion. The vessel sank. 

"Pemex violates the [Federal labour law] by not taking responsibility for the work¬ers employed by contractors," the report says. "Most contractors provide working conditions of a standard very much below those required by law." 

By Eric Martin in Stamford 
Tradewinds
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