Creativity apparent in all corners of the shipping industry 

Entries are beginning to pour in for TradeWinds's Maritime Photographer of the Year contest with the creative talent of readers already in evidence. 

We have entries from seafarers, shipowners, brokers and surveyors but there is still plenty of time to get your camera out and join the competition. 

Captain Ole Borkenhagen has entered dramatic images of an intrepid pilot boarding the 37,000-dwt chemical tanker Stolt Effort (built 1999) from a helicopter in a strong gale. 

Bryan Lawrence of Columbia Shipmanagement took his Sony Cybershot to sea trials in South Korea and captured the impressive image of a bulbous bow cutting through the water at 28 knots. 

Royal Bank of Scotland (RBS) shipping business manager Thom McKenzie sent in an evocative image he titles "American Silver" of a vessel silhouetted by New York's Verrazano Narrows Bridge. 

A series of atmospheric photos mostly taken shortly before sunset in the Danish ports of Stubbekobing and Omo, with some also taken at Turku in Finland, came from Jo Koeppelmann of Brise Schiffahrts in Hamburg. 

The winner of the TradeWinds's 2007 Maritime Photographer of the Year contest, Egor Ryabchenko of DVB Bank in Rotterdam, has submitted an image taken through an aperture on the newly delivered Russian icebreaker Moscow of sistership S aint Petersburg . The 16-MW diesel-electric vessels were built by United Industrial Corp (UIC) shipyards for Rosmorport. 

Spyros Vlassopoulos of Hellespont Steamship sends a dramatic image of an inspection at Fujairah of the stern tube of the 422,000-dwt VLCC Hellespont Grand (built 1976) with crew members and technicians dwarfed by the propeller. 

Vlassopoulos also sends a photo featuring a sea lion on the bulbous bow of the 13,000-dwt chemical tanker Hellespont Chivalry (built 2006) during a three-day wait for a berth at Cape Town. 

"The sea lion would come every morning and sunbathe on the bulbous bow all day long. After sunset he'd go fishing through the night until next morning when he'd reappear again and relax on his new sunbed," recalled Vlassopoulos. 

The winner of TradeWinds's Maritime Photographer of the Year will receive a Nikon D90 digital SLR camera and the TradeWinds's Maritime Photographer of the Year trophy.

( The competition rules can be viewed at wwww.tradewinds.no )
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